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�  Distance from the Earth: 240,000 miles—167 days’ drive, without stopping, at 60 m.p.h. 
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�  Diameter: 2,172 miles—the distance from Oakland to Chicago. 

�  Mass:  1/100 that of Earth—100 Moons equal the mass of one Earth.  

�  Age:  About 4.5 billion years.   

�  The Moon takes 29.5 days to complete one cycle of its phases, but only 27.3 days to complete one 
orbit around Earth. 
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The Greek Moon goddess was Artemis, twin sister of the Sun god Apollo, and daughter of Zeus 
and Leto.  A hot-tempered pair, Artemis and Apollo killed most of the children of Niobe, who 
insulted their mother by comparing his children to the twins of Sun and Moon. Artemis was also 
the goddess of the hunt.  
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